THE ORIGIN OF THE MANOR                5
The mediaeval system of taxation based on the hidage, and
many of the menial services exacted from the serf, were sur-
vivals of the Roman land-system.
Other arguments are advanced in favour of the Roman DOCU-
origin of the manor. There is documentary evidence, ex-
tending back to the seventh and even sixth century, to show
that Saxon estates of a manorial type existed in England
for hundreds of years before the Norman Conquest1. Of
these Anglo-Saxon documents the best known is the Recti-
tudines Singularum Personamm belonging to the eleventh
century2, which affords a general picture of serfdom that
only lacks Norman terminology to make it complete. It
is supplemented by other documents which describe two
early English estates of a manorial character, Tidenham and
Stoke. Lastly, the laws of Ine (seventh century) and of
Ethelbert (sixth century) are interpreted in favour of a
manorial structure of society. It follows, therefore, that
almost immediately after the English Conquest the manor
had become the prevailing type of estate, and consequently
must have been the original basis of the Saxon settlements.
The intervening period is too short to allow of the alternative
theory that England was covered with free village com-
munities, which were gradually reduced to manorial sub-
jection. Thus on the one hand the mediaeval manor traced
its most characteristic features to the Roman villa, while
on the other it was prevalent among the Anglo-Saxons very
soon after their conquest of Britain*
This conclusion is also reached by another line of argument
based upon the indivisible nature of the tenunal holdings.
A peculiar feature of the mediaeval village community holdings
was the equality of the holdings, which among the villeins
conformed to a uniform standard3. From the earliest times
the normal type of peasant holding was the yardland, or
virgate, consisting of thirty acres scattered in strips over the
open fields. These virgates were never divided among heirs,
and for centuries had passed from father to son without
1 Sccbohm, English Village Community, 1-26-180.
* F. Uebcrmann, Die Gesetze der Angelsachsen (1898), i. 444-453.
3 Infra, p. 35.